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the United States had accomplished their indepen-
dence, they found the population of Canada forming
a willing and loyal colony, as they long had been,
under the British Crown. When the Brazilian
Colonies were changed into an Empire, the United
States saw that the change was made with the
perfect consent of the Brazilian population. These
cases had nothing to do with the Monroe doctrine.
The United States never had the least idea of assert-
ing any right to prevent independent countries in
South America or Colonies in North, from setting
up or continuing any form of Government which
suited their feelings and thefr interests. When,
much later on, Louis Napoleon, then Emperor of the
French, went about to set up a sort of vassal empire
in Mexico with a vassal Sovereign of his own
nomination, the United States, then in the midst of
their tremendous Civil War, warned him again and
again that such a policy could not be tolerated ; and
when the Civil War was over made it known to him
distinctly that he must withdraw the French troops
from Mexico or take the consequences. He had no
choice; he withdrew his troops from Mexico; the
Mexican Empire instantly vanished; and the
unhappy Maximilian, the weak, well-meaning instru-
ment of Napoleon's ambitious scheme, lost his life
in consequence. But no one can suppose that the
Government of the United States would have
employed forcible intervention if it had merely
occurred to the minds of the Mexican people to
convert their President into a so-called Emperor.
Canning had fulfilled his words; he had called in